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Memorandum of Understanding (MQU) between
‘Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh (RBGE) and National Taiwan University

The purpose of this memorandum is to initiate closer collaboration at different levels between the
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, UK (RBGE) and the College of Life Science of the National
Taiwan University, Taiwan (NTU-LifeSci). In order to facilitate this intention, both RBGE and
NTU-LifeSci agree to promote the following issues:

1. Contribution framework between RBGE and NTU-LifeSci

The potential input from RBGE to NTU-LifeSci will be:

1
2)
3)

4)

MSc_students: Students from NTU-LifeSci will be informed and encouraged to join
RBGEs MSc course in the ‘Taxonomy and Biodiversity of Plants and Fungi’ (capacity
building).

PhD student level: NTU-LifeSci will promote the exchange of PhD students for training
and technology transfer. Students are expected to be exchanged for two to three months or
longer periods of time in spemﬁc cases.

Technology acquisition and transfer: NTU-LifeSei students and staff will be accepted to
attend short training courses provided by RBGE. For example, short courses in cladistics,
molecular phylogenetics and cytology. :

Shared PhD studentships: The NTU-LifeSci will posﬂ:lve]y encourage PhD students to
have joined PhD studentship with RBGE. This would further strengthen the research links
between the institutions, and be the basis for future collaborative research projects.

The potential input from NTU-LifeSci to RBGE will be:

1)

2)

Access to local flora: Taiwan’s flora is unique in its assemblage being shaped by genetic
influx from both China and Japan and represents an oppottunity for RBGE researchers to
study effect of climate change on floras. RBGE staff and students will be supported to
access local flora of Taiwan assisted by NTU-LifeSci. The botany department at NTU-
LifeSci is the oldest botanical mstltute in Taiwan and most active in researching the local
flora.

Support for field collection: NTU-LifeSci would assist RBGE staff and students in
obtaining collecting permits, and organize local transports and support for field work in
Taiwan.

2. Potential areas for collaboration projects between RBGE and NTU-LifeSci

The special areas of interests for future collaboration include:

~A) Evo-devo research on various topics
B) Biogeography, phylogenetic or phylogeographic research
C) Population genetics, conservation and biodiversity

Collaborating projects can be plaﬂts in general, but can be focused on Gesneriaceae,
Begoniaceae, Rhododendron, Zingiberaceae and conifers. : )

The MOU will remain active until such time as either partner decides to withdraw from it.
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